Top honors to TAC writer

By Andrew Stamer

While the war in Iraq gets much of the nation’s atten-
tion, one author’s observations on the “other” mis-
sion — Afghanistan — received top honors in a national
journalism contest.

John Young’s commentary, featured in the July-Au-
gust 2006 edition of this newsletter, earned first place in
the Herbert A. Kassner Journalism Awards in February.

“When I was on the job site, it was just one Ameri-
can with all of these Afghans and I thought ‘nobody is
going to know what happened here and between us,””
Young said of the six-month tour he spent at Bagram,
Afghanistan.

Through his commentary, Young told of the engi-
neer mission and the people he met along the way.

“Once I got there, I realized the human element was
as big as the engineering element,” he said.

The human element he described was Afghan labor-
ers who stood hours in line and worked in 100-degree
heat to earn $6 a day.

“It was wonderful to be able to write about it,” he
said because the mission is important but is often over-
shadowed by the war in Iragq.

Young believes he is not alone.
He said he has heard many
amazing stories and knows oth-
ers have yet to be told from col-
leagues who have traveled and
worked throughout the world.

“People (from TAC) travel all
over the world and do interest-
ing projects in interesting places,
and a lot of them don't talk about
it,” he said. He cited himself as
an example because he thought
people wouldn't be interested in his story, though this
was proven to be false.

“So many people I talk to have incredible stories to
tell, but they don't think of it as incredible — for them
it’s just work,” he said.

Young hopes more people will write stories about
their adventures and tell TAC’s untold stories.

Ten distinguished journalism and public affairs pro-
fessionals from outside the Corps of Engineers judged
this Corps-wide competition.
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